	Senior Projects
	2014-2015



Instructor: Ms. Daugaard

Email: tanisha.daugaard@k12.sd.us
Course Description:

In this course, students will choose an area of interest and complete a year-long independent study of this area that includes a formal research paper, journal reflections, mentoring hours, a physical project/product, and an oral presentation.  With the exception of the research paper, which is taught in conjunction with the Senior English course, students will be responsible for completing the course requirements independently (with the help of the faculty advisor/coordinator and mentor).  Students receive a letter grade at the completion of their project.   

Senior Project Grading:
Research Paper- 25%  

Portfolio – 25 %   

(10%): Meeting deadlines for signed forms




(15%): Final portfolio grades

Product – 25 %   



½ (12.5%): 15 hours of mentoring and meeting product deadline 


½ (12.5%): Quality of the final product (judged during the presentations)

Presentation – 25% 

Points may vary, but the weight of each category is set.  For example, the research paper may be 100 points and the presentation may be 57—but in the final calculation, they are equal in weight.  

Every day a portion of the Senior Project is past the due date, the score will lose points.  Scores reflect the highest grade that portion can receive if late:

1 Day Late: 94% 

2 Days: 92%

3 Days: 88%

4 Days: 84%

5 Days: 80%

6 Days: 76 %

7 Days: 72% 

Grading Scale:



95-100 A


79-83 C




93-94 A-


77-78 C-




91-92 B+


75-76 D+




88-90 B


72-74 D




86-87 B-


70-71 D-




84-85 C +


0-69 F

Semester 1:
Choosing a Topic
Assigning Mentors

Research Paper


Journaling
Semester 2:
Mentoring- 15 hours minimum
Journaling

Completing the product

Portfolio

Presentation to a panel of judges


